June 12, 2009 - McCollum Supports $450 Million For Peace Corps

Click Here to Read Letter

Washington, DC - Congresswoman Betty McCollum (MN-04) sent a letter to the Chair of the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on State Foreign Operations yesterday requesting the
inclusion of $450 million for the Peace Corps in the upcoming mark up of the FY10 spending
bill.

"As our nation works to restore our standing in the world, this $450 million investment will go a
long way to realize President Obama's vision of young Americans working side by side with
the people of other nations and reinvigorate the Peace Corps for the new century by doubling
its size," Congresswoman McCollum said.

Since 1961, more than 190,000 Peace Corps volunteers have lived and worked along side
people in developing countries around the world. The letter states that, "this investment in
Peace Corps will support an expansion of Americans serving our country as volunteers, enable
new country programs to be established, and continue the collaboration and integration of
volunteers in the implementation of U.S. foreign assistance priority program areas, including
basic education, agriculture and nutrition, and global health, including HIV/AIDS."

This week, the House passed the Foreign Relations Authorization Act (H.R. 2410) which
includes a new Peace Corps authorization of $450 million - the same level included in the
Peace Corps Expansion Act of 2009

(H.R. 1066).

Congresswoman Betty McCollum (MN-4) serves on the House Appropriations & Budget
Committees.
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